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05A8.  Educationist and ex-Governor of 
Bihar D.Y. Patil dies at 90 

                                ल   .   .     ल    
90                    

 Educationist D.Y. Patil, a Padma Shri awardee 
and former Governor of Tripura, Bihar, and West 
Bengal, passed away on Tuesday in Kolhapur, 
Maharashtra, at the age of 90 due to age-related health 

complications. 

          .   .     ल,                               
          ,       औ          ग ल               ल    ,      
  गल                                 -              

                 90                            
 An active member of Maharashtra politics, 

Dnyandeo Yashwantrao Patil served as the Mayor of 
Kolhapur from 1957 to 1962, and was a Congress MLA 
from 1967 to 1978. 

                                                    ल 

   1957    1962                                          
    1967    1978                       

 He founded the D.Y. Patil Group, establishing 
an expansive network of over 182 institutes, seven 
universities, and premier healthcare systems across 
India. 

         .   .     ल                  ,              182 

              ,              ल      भ    भ          

                                               
 

 
 

05A8.  QUIZ 

 

1. Gulveer Singh — India‘s Double Medallist 

 Gulveer Singh was the only Indian athlete to 
win two medals at the 2026 Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow. 

 He secured the silver medal in the men‘s 
10,000 metres, becoming the first Indian to win a 

Commonwealth Games medal in that event. 

 He subsequently won the bronze medal in the 
men‘s 5,000 metres. 

 Consequently, although 38 Indian athletes 
reached the podium, India won 39 medals because 

Gulveer contributed two. 

2. Three Para-Athletics Events Producing Double Podiums 

 India secured six para-athletics medals through double podium finishes in three events. 
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 These events were the women‘s shot put F57, men‘s shot put F57, and men‘s 100 metres 
T47. 

 In two of these events, Indian athletes claimed both the gold and silver medals, producing 

top-two finishes. 

 The classification F57 applies to field athletes with specified lower-limb impairments who 
generally compete from a seated position. 

 The T47 classification covers track athletes with an upper-limb impairment. 

3. Jhandu Kumar and Mirabai Chanu 

 Jhandu Kumar won India’s first medal of the Games by securing bronze in the men‘s 
heavyweight para-powerlifting event. 

 He registered a best successful lift of 190 kilograms. 

 Mirabai Chanu subsequently became India’s first gold medallist at Glasgow 2026 by winning 
the women‘s 48-kilogram weightlifting event on 26 July 2026. 

 Her victory represented her third consecutive Commonwealth Games title and fourth 

Commonwealth Games medal overall. 

4. India‘s Historic Judo Gold Medals 

 India won its first-ever Commonwealth Games judo gold medals through Asmita Dey and 
Harsh Singh. 

 Asmita Dey defeated Canada’s Heidi Quach in the women’s –48 kg final, becoming India’s 

first female Commonwealth judo champion. 

 Soon afterwards, Harsh Singh defeated Australia’s Joshua Katz in the men’s –60 kg final. 

 Their victories gave India two judo gold medals during the same competition. 

 Yamini Mourya added a silver medal in the women’s –57 kg category. 

 Therefore, apart from boxing, judo was the other sport in which India collected multiple gold 

medals. 

5. Yash Vir Singh and Selva Prabhu 

 Yash Vir Singh won the bronze medal in the men’s javelin throw when Neeraj Chopra 
secured silver in the same event. 

 Yash Vir’s podium finish ensured that India had two athletes among the medallists in the 
javelin competition. 

 Similarly, Selva Prabhu claimed bronze in the men’s triple jump, while fellow Indian Praveen 
Chithravel won the silver medal. 

 These double-podium performances reflected India’s increasing depth in technical athletics 
disciplines. 

6. Jaismine Lamboria — Closing-Ceremony Flag-Bearer 

 Gold-medallist boxer Jaismine Lamboria was selected as India’s flag-bearer for the Closing 
Ceremony of the 2026 Commonwealth Games. 

 She won the women’s 57 kg boxing gold medal after defeating Northern Ireland’s Michaela 
Walsh in the final. 

 Jaismine had previously won a Commonwealth Games bronze medal in 2022 and 
represented India at the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. 

7. Lisha Das — Youngest Member of the Contingent 

 Lisha Das, a 16-year-old para-cyclist from Assam, was the youngest member of India’s 
Glasgow 2026 contingent. 

 She participated in the women’s C4–C5 para-track cycling events. 
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 Lisha finished sixth in the 1,000-metre time trial, which was India’s final competitive event at 

the Games. 

8. Visual Answer: Dilip Mahadu Gavit 

 Dilip Mahadu Gavit, an Indian para-athlete from Maharashtra. 

 He won the men‘s 100 metres T47 gold medal at the 2026 Commonwealth Games. 

 Gavit completed the race in a Commonwealth Games record time, giving India an important 

para-athletics title. 

 His compatriot Mohammed Basil Morssinganakathi secured the silver medal, creating an 
Indian one-two finish. 

 The T47 classification principally includes athletes with an upper-limb impairment affecting 
running mechanics. 

 Gavit had earlier won the men’s T47 400 metres at the 2022 Asian Para Games, contributing 

India’s historic 100th medal there. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
05A8. U.S. has used virtually all of its precision missiles during Iran war 

                                   लगभग  भ                   ल       ल         ग 

    ल      

 The U.S. Army has used up much of its stockpile of highly accurate long-range missiles 
during its five-month war with Iran, according to three people familiar with the data, raising 

concerns about the military’s readiness for future conflicts. 

                                     ,                                                           

                 ल                 ल     भ                भ                   ,       भ     

                                                             
 The missiles are principally the Army’s surface-to-surface weapons, known as Army 

Tactical Missile Systems (ATACMS) and Precision Strike Missiles (PrSM). 

                          भ       भ                  ल             ,                 ल      ल 

      (ATACMS)                       ल (PrSM)                         
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 The long-range munitions — which cost more than $1 million each — are an important part 

of the military’s arsenal, allowing accurate strikes from a safe distance. 

   ल                ,                          10 ल             ल            ,              
                     औ                                                      

 The PrSM is a newer, more advanced generation that will replace the ATACMS, which have 

a shorter range. 

PrSM    औ                             ,                 ATACMS                     

GS Paper 1: Society 05 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
05A8 Questions for Phase 2 of Census likely to be out soon 

  ग          -2                           भ     

05A8. Questions for Phase 2 of Census likely to be out soon 

  ग          -2                           भ     
 The caste of all residents is to be recorded during the Population 

Enumeration (PE) phase. 

        ग    (   )               भ                                 
 The final questionnaire is likely to include 28 questions. 

                 28                     भ         
 Until now, only the Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) were 

being enumerated during the Census exercise. 

        ग                                (    ) औ                  (    )       
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 05 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

 
 

Smoke and fire: Fuego, Central America‘s most active 
volcano, erupts in Alotenango, 65 km from Guatemala 
City, on Tuesday. Guatemalan Authorities issued the 
country’s second-highest emergency alert after the 
eruption, prompting the evacuation of nearby villages.  
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GS Paper II: Governance 05 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05A8 Top spot 

          
05A8 What can be done to curb ‗paper leaks‘ and ensure institutional accountability? 

‗     ल  ‘        लग    औ       ग                             ल                   
  ? 

05A8 FSSAI bans ‗100% pure‘ Dabur products, firm‘s share falls 4% 

 फ           ‗100%     ‘        ल                     लग  ,                  4%    
 ग     
 

 

05A8.  Top spot 

          

 One of the biggest impediments to India‘s aspiration to bid for the 
2036 Olympics is the lack of enough world-class performers. 

भ       2036  ल                                                   

                                            ल          भ       
 For India, a prospective host, targeting a prestigious top-10 

finish is a humongous task. 

  भ            भ                       -10                             

               
 In the 21st century, the country achieved its best-ever result of 

48th with seven medals at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 and was 71st 
with six medals at Paris 2024. 

21                     2021           ल                             
        48                             2024    छ              71         

            
 India needs to win approximately 30 to 40 medals, including 

gold in double digits, to be in the elite club. 

भ                                                भ  30    40    ,          
                         ,             

 To chase this Olympic dream, the Union Cabinet has approved 
an allocation of ₹29,054 crore — an eight-fold increase — for the new 
phase of the Khelo India Scheme. 

    ल                                            ल      ल                  
            ₹29,054                               ,       ग              

 The primary goal of this ambitious grassroots programme is to 
tap talent early for the 2036 Olympics. 

                                                 2036  ल            

     भ              भ                      
 It aims to increase Khelo India centres, State and National 

centres of excellence and accredited academies from roughly one per 
district — more than 1,000 centres at present — to an average of two or 
three. 

              ल             ,                                               
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                                          भ     —       1,000              —          
औ                       

 Involving schools and clubs, encouraging talented children to compete in club-level events, 
upgrading facilities, and assimilating grassroot coaches and technical officials are 

essential ingredients of the wholesome scheme. 

     ल   औ   ल                ,    भ               ल -            ग        भ           
                 ,                                                औ         
                                                 

 A novel concept of upgrading the knowledge of local coaches by helping them overcome the 
language barrier posed by English, the formation of a National Coach Accreditation 
Board to standardise coaching and better utilisation of physical education teachers are 

expected to impart correct training at the basic level. 

                                 भ                                                   , 

                                                                                          
          भ                                                

 In sync with the National Education Policy, the Khelo India Feeder Schools and Khelo 
India Utkrishta Vidyalaya initiatives are designed to integrate education and sports. 

                            ल         फ       ल औ    ल                     ल            औ  
  ल                                  

 The existing Khelo India Athletes programme, with 2,904 athletes, and the new Emerging 
Khelo India Athletes initiative aim to expand the talent pool to around 28,000. 

         ल           ल         ,       2,904   ल            ,             ग   ल         
  ल                    भ                 भ  28,000                      

 Talent identification, digitisation of the sports ecosystem to maintain data on every 
athlete, and a bottom-to-top communication channel are its key components. 

   भ       ,                                         ल                         ल    ,     
   ल                                                    

 However, the biggest challenge will be effective and transparent implementation of the 
scheme. 

       ,                              भ    औ                        
 Strict anti-doping measures, promotion of a sports culture by maximising the scope of the 

Fit India Movement, and a focus on grassroots development must go hand-in-hand to 

achieve the desired results. 

                                         ग-         ,  फ             ल                     

            ल                                                                              
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05A8.  What can be done to curb ‗paper leaks‘ and ensure institutional 
accountability? 

‗     ल  ‘        लग    औ       ग                             ल                   
  ? 

 Although the investigations initially led to arrests and extensive nationwide media coverage, 
the CBI has since submitted closure reports in both cases, reportedly finding no prosecutable 
evidence of a conventional paper leak under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, or 
the Public Examinations Act (PEA), 2024. 

           भ                                औ     भ                            ,              
                                             ,                  भ                  
(      ), 2023      ल                 (    ), 2024                         ल      
  भ                            

 These developments raise a more fundamental question: if repeated examination crises 
ultimately yield no prosecutable evidence of a conventional paper leak, what exactly 
constitutes a ―paper leak‖? 

                     भ                          -                                        भ  
              ल        भ                         ,             ―     ल  ‖               ? 

Defining a ‗paper leak‘ 

‗     ल  ‘       भ    

 Traditionally, a ―paper leak‖ refers to the unauthorised disclosure of a printed question paper 

before the examination, typically during printing, packaging, storage, or transportation. 

               ―     ल  ‖                                                                    
  ,                 ,         , भ                                    

 Long before printing, questions pass through question-setting, moderation, translation, 
digitisation, and final compilation, where a limited number of individuals have privileged 

access. 

                         -      ,        ,       ,      ल                  ल       
                    ,                                                      

 Although investigations reportedly found no evidence of leaked printed papers in the 2024 

cases, the examinations nevertheless led to arrests, cancellations, re-examinations, and a 
crisis of public confidence. 

      2024                                                                          ,     
भ                                    ,                      ,                                  
              भ                   

 Similarly, the circulation of highly targeted ―guided papers‖ before NEET-2026 raised 

questions about whether confidential information had flowed through insider or informal 
networks despite the absence of any recovered printed paper. 

        ,    -2026                     ―ग           ‖                                        
                                                                                     
                        

 Examination compromise may therefore involve far more than a printed paper: selected 
questions, question banks, recurring themes, high-probability question pools, examiner 
identities, confidential instructions, digital data, or administrative information may all be 
unlawfully disclosed through insider access, cyber intrusions, or coaching networks. 

                      भ                                                                , 

       ,    -                 ,    -                     ,                ,             , 
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                                  भ                  ,                   ,                 
     ग                                                      

 Restricting the definition of a ―paper leak‖ to a leaked printed question paper overlooks these 

significant vulnerabilities. 

―     ल  ‖       भ                                                                       
                  

 In this context, extraordinary measures such as transporting the re-NEET 2026 question 

papers by aircraft may secure the final logistical stage but do little to address vulnerabilities at 
the source. 

      भ                    -2026                                                           

                                     ,                                                   
         भ        

 The real issue is whether confidential examination information was disclosed in any form that 
compromised the fairness, integrity, or credibility of the examination. 

                                                              भ                          

                      ,                         भ          

Other examination breaches 

                         ल    

 The integrity of an examination may be undermined equally by failures before, during, or 
after the examination, even when no printed question paper is ever recovered. 

                                 ल ,               ,                               भ   भ        
       , भ                   भ                  

 NEET-2024 illustrates this broader spectrum. 

NEET-2024                                          
 Reported irregularities included the distribution of an incorrect question paper, followed by 

its replacement. 

                            गल                 औ                                   
 Delayed collection or replacement of OMR sheets, exceptional grace marks, tie-breaking 

disputes, clustering of near-perfect scores, and unusually high scores from certain centres 
and coaching hubs were also reported. 

OMR                                 ,                ,    -     ग      ,   भ               
                                औ       ग                                          भ         
          

 Collectively, these exposed weaknesses in examination management and institutional 
oversight. 

    भ                                       ग    ग                                
 Other breaches include cybersecurity failures, manipulation of candidate or examination 

data, disclosure of confidential information, compromised examination centres, 
impersonation, organised unfair means, and insider access or coaching-network access 

to privileged information. 

                             फल    ,                                       , ग              
         ,                        ,        (Impersonation),                        
                                 ग                                                          

 Safeguarding public examinations, therefore, requires securing the entire examination 
lifecycle — from question development to result processing. 
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 Failures in the transport of printed question papers alone cannot explain many examination 

breaches. 

                                                                                       
      

 Critical processes—including question selection, paper allocation, examination-centre 
management, OMR handling, grace marks, result processing, cybersecurity, and access 
to confidential data—are controlled by the examination authority and its associated 

agencies. 

       ,            ,                , OMR      ,        ,               ,             
    ग                                                        औ                        
                   

 Irregularities at these stages naturally raise questions about institutional controls and 
insider vulnerabilities. 

                                    भ                ग                                
              

 The NEET-2024 controversy illustrates this broader picture. 

NEET-2024                                       
 Distribution of an incorrect question paper, delayed OMR handling, exceptional grace 

marks, unusually high scores from certain centres, and the circulation of highly targeted 
―guided papers‖ all point to vulnerabilities that extend beyond conventional paper leaks. 

गल                , OMR                 ,                ,                              

                   ―ग          ‖                                                           

      ल                        
 Such patterns warrant scrutiny of repeated expert engagement, conflicts of interest, links 

to coaching ecosystems, and other insider risks. 

             -                      ,              ,      ग                                    
                              

 This does not imply that every irregularity results from insider misconduct. 

                                                                        
 However, securing examinations requires protecting confidential information, institutional 

processes, and printed question papers alike. 

                              ग             ,      ग                          — भ     
                         

Primary accountability 

                 

 Preventing examination breaches cannot be left to the CBI, police, or courts, which act 
only after a crisis. 

        ल                          ,    ल          ल                       ,               

                                        
 Primary responsibility lies with the examination authority, supported by the Ministry of 

Education, intelligence, and cybersecurity agencies, and independent oversight. 

                                    ,               ल ,    फ          ,             
                    ग                               
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 Accountability should extend across the entire examination lifecycle — from the selection of 
question setters and translators to examination centres, digital systems, evaluation, 
and result processing. 

                       औ                                    ,      ल     ल  ,          

                                                                
 It requires rigorous antecedent verification, conflict-of-interest scrutiny, periodic rotation 

of experts, cybersecurity audits, intelligence-based monitoring, and clear audit trails. 

                  भ          ,                      ,    -                           , 

                ,    फ  -         ग                     ल           

Official narrative and unanswered questions 

                 औ              

 The official response to the NEET-2024, UGC-NET 2024, and NEET-2026 controversies has 
largely rested on the absence of conclusive evidence of a conventional paper leak. 

NEET-2024, UGC-NET 2024     NEET-2026                                            

      ल                        भ                     
 Before the Supreme Court, the NTA attributed the cancellation and re-conduct of NEET-

2026 to specific intelligence inputs, while the High-Powered Steering Committee 
emphasised compliance with its recommendations and SOPs. 

           ल         NTA    NEET-2026                                           

   फ                   ,         -          ल                         औ           ल  

        (SOPs)                        
 The CBI‘s investigations into NEET-2024 and UGC-NET 2024 resulted in closure reports, 

reportedly finding no prosecutable evidence of a paper leak and no basis to prosecute NTA 
officials. 

          NEET-2024 औ  UGC-NET 2024                                                  
  ,                        ल        भ                       NTA                    

  भ                                
 The NEET-2026 investigation, however, remains ongoing. 

       , NEET-2026          भ  भ           
 These official positions contrast sharply with the ground reality. 

                                                   भ       
 Cancelled or re-conducted examinations, arrests, allegations of widely circulated ―guided 

papers‖, cybersecurity incidents, operational lapses, and disruptions affecting millions of 

candidates. 

                          ,            ,                    ―ग          ‖        ,       
            ,                                             भ                                 

         
 In NEET-2026, official action reportedly followed a whistleblower‘s FIR rather than detection 

through the examination’s own security or intelligence systems. 

NEET-2026                                                          फ      ल        
                               ल ल        फ                 

The way forward 

 ग         
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 As its first task, the newly constituted committee headed by former UIDAI chairman Nandan 
Nilekani should prepare a comprehensive White Paper documenting the full spectrum of 
breaches in NEET-2024, UGC-NET 2024, and NEET-2026—covering leakages, operational 
failures, cybersecurity incidents, centre-level irregularities, investigations, judicial 
outcomes, and lessons learned. 

                                                  ल                                   
NEET-2024, UGC-NET 2024     NEET-2026         भ                                    

   (White Paper)                 ,             ल  ,     ल           फल    ,             
      ,    -                 ,     ,                        ग                  

 The White Paper should underpin a Public Examination Integrity Framework (PEIF) for all 

major examination bodies. 

            भ                                                          (Public 

Examination Integrity Framework—PEIF)                     
 The Framework should prescribe standardised end-to-end SOPs covering the entire 

examination lifecycle, with an emphasis on conflict-of-interest management, expert 
selection, cybersecurity, examination administration, audit, and institutional 
accountability. 

                                                                       ल          (SOPs) 

                      ,                             ,               ,            ,       
     , ल   -               ग                            

 Ultimately, public confidence will be restored not by tougher laws or more post-facto 
investigations, but by an 
examination system that 

detects risks early, prevents 
breaches before they occur, 
and ensures institutional 
accountability. 

                            
            -               
    ,                   ल     
                              
                  , 
                              
         ग            
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05A8. FSSAI bans ‗100% pure‘ Dabur products, firm‘s share falls 4% 

 फ           ‗100%     ‘        ल                     लग  ,                  4% 

    ग     

 In a major clampdown on companies making false and misleading claims, the Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has issued an order directing Dabur India Ltd. to 
withdraw products carrying ‗misleading 100% claims‘. 

     औ                                                            भ                          

        (FSSAI)                 ल         ‗     100%     ‘                                   
         

 The regulator issued notice to the company to withdraw such products from the market with 
immediate effect and report the action taken within 15 days. 

                       ल  भ                                       15         भ          

                                                 
 The order is against the company’s food products which include honey, apple cider 

vinegar, virgin coconut oil, sesame oil, cow ghee, coconut water, and coconut milk. 

                                            ,          ,    ल           ग ,            ल 

  ल,   ल      ल, ग        ,      ल               ल               
 Stating that several critical non-compliances had been observed, FSSAI said, ―Food 

products being sold on the company’s website were found carrying misleading ‗100%‘ claims 
such as ‗100% Natural‘, ‗100% Pure‘, ‗100% Purity Guaranteed‘, ‗100% Organic‘ and 
‗100% Tender‘.‖ 

     भ        ल           ल                        फ                                   

                              ‗100%‘                      ,       ‗100% Natural‘, ‗100% 

Pure‘, ‗100% Purity Guaranteed‘, ‗100% Organic‘     ‗100% Tender‘           
 ―The use of the 100% claims are in contravention of the FSS (Advertising & Claims) 

Regulations, 2018, as they are ambiguous, unverifiable and likely to mislead 
consumers,‖ the regulator said on X. 

              (X)           ‗100%‘                                   (               ) 
      , 2018             ,               ,                         ल        भ          
            ल      

 It said Dabur Himalayan Organic Apple Cider Vinegar and Dabur Organic Honey were 
found displaying the Jaivik Bharat Logo without valid FSSAI organic endorsement, in 
contravention of the FSS (Organic Foods) Regulations, 2017. 

                             ल    ग        ल           ग  औ        ग            
     फ         ग                           भ    (Jaivik Bharat) ल ग                 , 
                       (          )       , 2017               

 ―Dabur Hommade Coconut Milk was marketed with the claim ‗100% Purity‘. Such a claim is 
not permissible for compound foods under the FSS (Advertising & Claims) Regulations, 
2018,‖ FSSAI said. 

 फ                                                   ‗100% Purity‘                     
   ,                         (Compound Foods)                                     

(               )       , 2018                           
 Despite an earlier notice directing discontinuation of misleading ‗100%‘ claims, no 

satisfactory corrective action was taken by the company, the FSSAI stated. 

 फ                       ‗100%‘                                                          
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 The regulator directed Dabur India to immediately halt sale of the food products identified in 
the notice and all other food products carrying misleading ‗100%‘ claims, and to submit an 
Action Taken Report (ATR) within 15 days. 

                                                   भ       ‗100%‘                       
                    औ  15         भ                    (Action Taken Report - ATR)       

                    
 Following reports of the action, the company’s shares fell by about 4% to ₹408.25 on the 

BSE. 

                                                      भ  4%       ₹408.25          
 In a filing with stock exchanges, Dabur India said, ―The company believes that the 

declaration on our product labels comply with the prevailing legal and regulatory framework 
and are consistent with long-standing industry practices.‖ 

                                                , ―                                                

                                                                            औ    ग        
            ‖ 

 ―Dabur stands by the purity and quality of its products and has never made any misleading 

claims,‖ it stated. 

            , ―                           औ  ग                         भ                     
        ‖ 

 The company said it was exploring options in relation to the prohibitory order. 

                                                                                   
 ―However, as a good corporate citizen, Dabur had already initiated transitioning of the 

product labels as mentioned in the FSSAI letter to new labels/advertisements without the 
100% claim,‖ it said. 

            , ―                      ग                      फ                         

               ‗100%‘                      /                                                    
   ‖ 

‗In transition‘ 

‗                   ‘ 

 ―Most product labels, advertisements, and the website as mentioned in the aforesaid order, 
have either already transitioned or are in the process of transition.‖ 

            , ―                                     ल  ल,        औ                        
                                                  ‖ 

 ―The company is responding accordingly to FSSAI and will continue to engage constructively 

with them to resolve the matter,‖ it added. 

                        फ                                      औ                        
                                             

 ―We reiterate that Dabur stands by the purity and highest standards of quality of its 
products and does not make any misleading claims,‖ it emphasised. 

                                                    औ        ग                             
                             

 The company said the order would have limited impact on its business operations, 
financial position or performance and be confined to the food products under objection. 

                                              ल ,                                  भ   

      औ                                                                        
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GS Paper II: International Relations 05 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

05A8 NATO enters a new strategic era of transformation 

                                ग                   
05A8 Online rumours sparked frantic rush of migrants from Morocco to Ceuta 

  ल     फ                                          फ   फ   भ   भ               
 

 

05A8.  NATO enters a new strategic era of transformation 

                                ग                   

 For the first time since the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 
1949, Washington is asking Europe not merely to spend more on defence but also to 

assume primary responsibility for its own security. 

1949          ल             ग   (    )                                ग                     
                               ,                                            भ            भ  
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 The National Security Strategy of the United States of America (November 2025) 
maintained NATO as America‘s principal transatlantic alliance while signalling a significant 
shift in Washington‘s expectations of European allies, particularly regarding burden-sharing 

and collective defence responsibilities. 

                                           (      2025)                                -

                        ,             ग                                              
                     ,            -                                                  भ      

 The objective is a stronger, more self-reliant Europe that allows Washington to devote 
greater strategic attention to the Indo-Pacific. 

                      औ       भ                          ,            ग       -          

                                   
 Following Russia‘s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, U.S. troop strength in Europe rose to 

around 1,00,000 personnel. 

2022                                                                     भ  1,00,000    

             
 During 2025-26, it withdrew around 5,000 troops from Germany, cancelled the planned 

deployment of 4,000 troops to Poland, and reduced Brigade Combat Teams in Europe from 
four to three, bringing the U.S. military presence in Europe down to approximately 75,000-
80,000 troops — close to pre-Ukraine war levels. 

2025-26                          भ  5,000                    ,   ल      4,000           
                                        ग                                              ,       
                                भ  75,000-80,000                ,                          
         भ           

 The 36th NATO Summit in Ankara in July 2026 reinforced this transition. 

  ल   2026                     36                 ल                   औ                  
 While reaffirming the Alliance‘s commitment to Article 5, members pledged €70 billion in 

military assistance for Ukraine in 2026, committed to sustaining comparable support in 2027, 
endorsed European-led development of long-range precision strike capabilities and 
accelerated efforts to strengthen NATO‘s defence industrial base. 

    छ   5        ग                             ,              2026                 70          
                               , 2027    भ                                               

  ,      -         ल                                                                     
औ                                                                  

 Lord Ismay, NATO‘s first Secretary General, famously described the Alliance‘s original 
purpose as ―to keep the Russians out, the Americans in, and the Germans down‖. 

                    ल                                                                  
  — ―                  ,              भ              औ                        ‖ 

 While that dictum captured the strategic logic of the Cold War, NATO today has entered a 
distinctly different phase that may be summed up as keeping Russia deterred, America 
engaged and Europe prepared. 

                                          भ            ,                          

                  ,                                     —                     ,            
               औ                       

NATO‘s evolution over time 

                         
 NATO 1.0 (1949-1991) relied overwhelmingly on American military and nuclear power to 

deter Soviet aggression and preserve transatlantic unity. 
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     1.0 (1949-1991)                                  ल     -                          

                             औ                   भ          
 NATO 2.0 (1991-2022) followed the collapse of the Soviet Union, expanding eastwards, 

incorporating former Warsaw Pact members and undertaking operations in the Balkans and 
Afghanistan. 

     2.0 (1991-2022)       भ                               ,                              
                                                             औ                  भ    

                
 Yet, this period also witnessed declining European defence expenditure and growing 

dependence on the U.S. for intelligence, logistics, strategic mobility and high-end 
military capabilities, making burden sharing an increasingly contentious issue. 

    भ ,                                                फ          ,    ,         

ग    ल   औ                                       भ        ,                         

(Burden Sharing)                               
 The Russian invasion of Ukraine has ushered in NATO‘s third phase, a more balanced 

transatlantic partnership in which Europe assumes primary responsibility for conventional 
defence while the U.S. continues to provide strategic enablers such as nuclear deterrence, 
intelligence, long-range precision strike capabilities and global power projection. 

                                                          ,                   ल     -    
                     ,                                                भ      ,              
             ,    फ         , ल                                                      
                                    

 This is less a story of American disengagement than one of strategic redistribution. 

            लग                                                   
 The scale of Europe‘s response was evident at the 2025 Hague Summit, where NATO 

members committed to increasing core defence spending to at least 3.5% of GDP by 2035, 
with progress to be reviewed in 2029. 

                               2025   ग          ल             ,                           
2035                     ल    ल        (GDP)      -  -   3.5%                       , 
                    2029              

 Germany has doubled defence expenditure since 2023 and aims to reach the same target 
by 2029 while rebuilding military capability to deter Russia. 

         2023                                   औ                                       
                    2029                                           

 Even as European armies become stronger, they continue to depend heavily on the U.S. for 
intelligence, surveillance, satellite support, command and control systems, strategic 
airlift, missile defence, long-range precision strike capabilities and, above all, the 
nuclear umbrella. 

                                        ,     भ        फ          ,   ग    ,            , 
                    ल ,                    ,      ल    , ल                               
                       छ                             भ       

 Europe‘s central dilemma is therefore not simply building larger armed forces but 
developing the integrated capabilities that have long underpinned NATO‘s effectiveness. 

                                                                 ,                       
                                              भ    ल                         

 As Poland‘s Foreign Minister recently observed, Europe does not need to match American 
military power; it simply needs to be stronger than Russia. 
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                    ल                       ,                                              
               ;                                      

New Delhi and the rebalance 

      ल  औ                 ल  

 For India, NATO‘s transformation is less about Europe than about the redistribution of 
American strategic attention. 

भ                                                       ,                              
                         

 A Europe capable of assuming greater responsibility for its own security would enable 
Washington to devote more diplomatic attention, military resources and strategic 
investments to the Indo-Pacific, reinforcing the regional balance amid China‘s growing 

assertiveness. 

                               भ                      ग          -                  

             ,             औ                                   ,                   
                                        

 At the same time, a more capable Europe could emerge as an important partner for India in 
defence manufacturing, advanced technologies, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, 
semiconductors and space. 

      ,                भ                       ,            ग  ,               ,       

     ,      ल  (          )                                                         
 New Delhi should therefore view these changes through the prism of strategic opportunity 

rather than alliance politics. 

          ल                    ग                                                    
             

 Closer cooperation with both the U.S. and Europe can complement, not compromise, India‘s 
long-standing commitment to strategic autonomy. 

        औ                               भ                                             
                   ,          औ              

 If navigated prudently, NATO‘s new strategic model can expand India‘s defence industrial 
partnerships, accelerate technological modernisation and strengthen its position as a 
leading power in an increasingly multipolar world. 

                                ,                           ल भ           औ    ग  

                               ,       ग                                            
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05A8.  New vehicle third party insurance period raised 

             ल       -                  ग  

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday extended the mandatory third-party motor insurance 
coverage of new vehicles by one year. 

           ल       गल                                    -                                
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 New cars will now have four years of coverage and two-wheelers of six years, it said. 

                                                                     छ                    

              
 The court observed that despite the statutory mandate, a ―shocking‖ number of vehicles 

continued to ply on Indian roads without third-party insurance, forcing accident victims and 

their families to ―run from pillar to post‖ to secure compensation. 

                                                भ              ―         ल ‖               

          -                    ,                          औ                                   
                                              

 ―While the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) and the 
General Insurance Council (GIC) have recommended that this period not be enhanced, we 
are of the view that it is in the interest of road safety that the period be enhanced by one 
year. 

―      भ                                      (IRDAI)        ल                ल (GIC)    
                                   ,     भ                                                
                  

 Therefore, it is directed that henceforth, third-party insurance for four years for new cars 
and six years for new two-wheelers be required to be purchased. 

                                                                                      छ      
        -                                   

 IRDAI to immediately issue necessary directions,‖ a Bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and 
Prashant Kumar Mishra said. 

                  ल औ                                    IRDAI                         

                
 In its 2018 judgment in the S. Rajaseekaran v. Union of India case, the apex court had 

required purchasers of new vehicles to obtain three-year third-party insurance for cars and 
five-year cover for two-wheelers at the time of purchase or registration. 

2018      .               भ                                                             

                                                                                 -        
                 

Data integration 

            

 The Bench also directed that Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras, 
deployed on highways and roads to detect traffic violations, be integrated with insurance 
data maintained by the Insurance Information Bureau of India (IIB) and vehicle 
registration data available on the VAHAN portal. 

          भ                                   ल                                औ          
                       ल            (ANPR)          भ                       (IIB)       
                              ल (VAHAN)                                         

 It further directed that State Police personnel be equipped with mobile applications linked 
to the IIB and VAHAN databases, enabling them to verify the insurance status of vehicles in 
real time and issue challans for violations. 

              भ                        ल               IIB औ  VAHAN                      ल 

      ग                ,                                                            औ  
                     ल                

 The directions were issued while the apex court was hearing an appeal by an insurance 
company against a 2024 Telangana High Court ruling directing it to pay ₹10 lakh in 
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compensation to the family of a road accident victim, who was the sole breadwinner of the 

household. 

                                        2024      ल ग             ल                 
                                               ,                                          
₹10 ल                                                                                 
         

 The insurer had disputed its liability to pay the compensation, contending that no additional 
premium had been paid to cover the personal risk of the vehicle owner. 

                                                                                           
     ग                                                                

 The top court, however, dismissed the appeal and directed the insurer to pay the 
compensation awarded to the victim’s family, observing that courts dealing with motor 
accident claims should not adopt a ―hyper-technical approach‖. 

       ,                                                                                

                          औ                                                           
―                     ‖                    

 It flagged the high number of uninsured vehicles on Indian roads, observing that the lack of 
third-party coverage often leaves accident victims and their families embroiled in 

prolonged litigation 
over liability and the 
quantum of 
compensation. 

           भ      

                     
            ल           
                        
        -           
 भ                    

औ                   
                     
                      

                    
              

 The court 
proposed a system in 
which vehicles 

without valid 
insurance can be 
denied fuel at petrol 
pumps. 

                      
                   
                        
             ल         
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05A8.  Out of work and outraged 

     ग   औ         

 Let us start with what is called a demographic dividend. 

                                             ल भ    (Demographic Dividend)          
    

 India currently has the youngest population in the world. 

          भ                                         
 Chart 1 shows a rising share of people in the working age bracket (15-64 years) out of the 

total population — a potential demographic dividend. 

     1                             15-64                                        ,      भ     

            ल भ                 

 We are calling it potential because its mere existence does not guarantee its realisation. 

      भ                                                                  भ                
      

 If the unemployment rates, especially among those entering the labour market, remain high, 

we are essentially frittering the youth dividend away. 

         ग      ,                                                 ,                 ,       

                 भ                         
 Chart 2, which compares the unemployment rate among the youth (15-29 years) in contrast 

to the overall workers, shows that India is indeed turning its face away from its youth. 

     2,       15-29                               ग                                     ,    

             भ                                             
 Youth unemployment is three times higher than the overall rate. 

                                            ग             
 Among women, it is almost four times higher. 

                    भ      ग             
 Urban women are the worst affected. 

                        भ         
 Nearly one in five women looking for work is unable to find a job. 

                        भ                      ल                               
 It is therefore no surprise that a significantly large section of those protesting were women 

students. 

                                                             ल  छ             
 And the frustration runs deep because even education is not enough to find a job in the 

Indian markets. 

             औ                भ                                         भ                 
                

 Chart 3 shows that unemployment rises with education. 

     3                                           भ           
 The more educated you are, the less likely you are to land yourself a job. 

                           ,                               भ                            
 So, lack of jobs for the youth is not a supply but a demand side problem. 

                             भ                      ,         ग                 
 Youth in India are unemployed not because they are not educated but because the economy 

is not generating enough jobs for them. 
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भ                                                      ,                                  

                                    

The crisis in education 

             

 It is not just a lack of jobs; access to quality education is also becoming increasingly limited. 

                                         ;                          भ                       
        

 This is due to both quantitative and qualitative reasons. 

                                                    
 On the quantitative side, it is perhaps for the first time in India‘s history that spending on 

education as a percentage of GDP has declined consistently for over a decade. 

                  भ    भ                            ल    ल        (GDP)                   
                                                 

 While the government’s own National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 recommended a 

significant increase in spending on education, the reality is the opposite. 

                                     (     ) 2020                                     
             ,                               

 Spending on education as a share of the total budget has been declining consistently under 
the current government (Chart 4). 

                                                                              (     4)  
 This is a significant point that cannot be stressed enough. 

                        ,                         ,             
 Strictly speaking, spending as a proportion of GDP could decline purely because other 

components (investments, exports, consumption) of GDP can potentially grow faster. 

               GDP                        भ                        ,              भ ग 

                                      
 In contrast, the share of its own budget that a government allocates to education is entirely at 

its discretion and reflects the importance it attaches to the sector. 

           ,                             भ                         ,                  
           भ           औ                                      

 Chart 4 clearly shows that education has been slipping from the radar of this government 

over its tenure so far. 

     4                                                                                    

            
 This was yet another case of a failed promise, to which the students responded with their feet 

on Jantar Mantar (and elsewhere in the country). 

   भ     औ                     ,                                  (               भ   )    
                            

 The low priority accorded to education by this government becomes even clearer when one 
looks at what it did in the last Budget. 

                                                                 औ                    
    

 They spent way below what they promised in their budget with a shortfall amounting to ₹6,701 
crores (Chart 5). 

                                                             ,       ₹6,701      (     5)    
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 Starving education of funds creates a serious supply bottleneck as far as access to 

education is concerned. 

                                                         भ       भ                            

         
 While the number of applicants rises with the growing youth dividend, the number of seats 

does not. 

                                                     ,                                        
                

 The odds of securing a seat even in an average institution, let alone a premier one, keeps 
declining every year. 

                               भ                      भ    ,                                 

     ,                              
 Added to this are the changing of goalposts by the government. 

                            -          औ                   भ                   
 One year, CBSE results are used for college admissions; the next, they are not. 

                                                                      ,                   
                

 One year there is one entrance examination; the next, another. 

                                    ,                                                     
 If you want to join a college for an undergraduate (UG) degree, what you scored in your 

CBSE/ICSE/State Board examinations no longer matters as much; what matters is how you 
perform in the Computer-Based Test (CBT) with multiple-choice questions (MCQs) under 
CUET (UG). 

             (UG)                             ,    CBSE/ICSE/                          

                                       ;                            CUET (UG)           

       -             (CBT)                    (MCQs)                        
 If you want to do post-graduation (PG), what you did in your UG college for three or four 

years comes to naught, instead what matters again is what you did in the MCQ of CBT under 
CUET (PG). 

                (PG)              ,                  ल                                  

              ;                                   CUET (PG)           CBT    MCQs         
               

 As a result, teaching and learning in schools and colleges have been affected. 

                     ल   औ          ल                  ग   भ             
 Students are being forced to prepare only for their CUET exams instead of focussing on a 

holistic teaching and learning process. 

                      -   ग                                  CUET                      
                            

 It is therefore no surprise that, instead of quality educational institutions, coaching centres 
that help students crack these MCQs are mushrooming across the country. 

                                                                         MCQs          
                 ग                                    

 As if this were not enough, the logistical nightmare that CUET brings to the table at the time of 
admissions is mind boggling. 

                   ,                   CUET                                            
        भ       

 The National Testing Agency (NTA) conducts the CUET, and there have been glitches 

since its inception. 
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                   (NTA) CUET               , औ                                    
                            

 Academic sessions do not begin on time in many of the institutions that depend on these 
examinations. 

                भ                                        भ               
 National, centralised admission tests also result in considerable shifting of admissions, not 

just across institutions but across the country. 

                                                              ,                                 

                           
 As a result, you have students joining the programme almost half way through the first 

semester. 

                                              भ                                         
 CUET has disrupted the admissions process in higher education. 

CUET                                                
 One could understand if these were teething troubles but this is the fifth year of CUET, and 

there is still no respite from this chaos. 

                 भ                                       ,          CUET                   औ  
 भ  भ                                       

 Another bizarre example was introducing the scanning of CBSE answer scripts for 
evaluation in the name of objectivity. 

                                                       CBSE                        ग    
                     

 Given the massive scale of the CBSE examinations in the country, expecting such a policy 

to work smoothly was unrealistic from the outset. 

       CBSE                                  ,                                              
    भ                      

 Interestingly, there was nothing fundamentally wrong with the previous systems of either 
entrance examinations or CBSE evaluations. 

                                    CBSE             ल                           भ        

         
 The government seems to have followed the maxim, ―fix what isn‘t broken.‖ 

                             ―               ,     भ          ‖                            
 All this shows that not only is there an uncertainty of passing an exam, there is an uncertainty 

surrounding the exam itself. 

                                                                ,                          

औ               भ                
 If the readers put themselves in the shoes of a student today, they would know what these 

students must be going through. 

                                                         ,                               
                               

 One may argue that we are being a tad unfair to this government. 

                                                                
 After all, it has established new IITs and AIIMS. 

       ,                औ                               
 While this is true, merely increasing the number of institutions, with an overall fund squeeze, 

may not mean much. 

               ,                                                                         
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 Buildings do not make institutions. 

     भ                                    
 As for the quality of education, it is not infrastructure alone that matters, the quality of 

teaching does too. 

                     भ                                        ,                     भ       
             

 If the reports in the media were to be believed (and there is incontrovertible evidence to do 
so), there has been excessive political interference in the appointment of teachers at 
public universities. 

                                        (औ                                               ), 
                     ल                                                           

 As a result, the quality of teaching has been sacrificed at the altar of politics under this 
regime. 

                                                                                    
 None of this is, or can be, hidden from students. 

            भ                                 औ                         
 The Chief Justice of India gave an outlet to this simmering anger by calling those 

questioning the system ‗cockroaches‘. 

भ                                                    ‗      ‘                            
                     

 Much like the cockroaches that possess incredible biological resilience, allowing them to 
survive for weeks without a head, the youth of this country braved the batons, tear gas, 
pellet guns and whatever the government threw at them. 

                       भ                                      भ                       

       ,                              ल       ,      ग  ,   ल   ग                               

     भ                                 

Demographic Dividend 

Although there is no statutory definition in an Act of Parliament, Government of India policy 

documents and NITI Aayog use the following concept: 

Demographic dividend refers to the potential economic growth that results from 

changes in the age structure of the population, particularly when the proportion of 

the working-age population becomes larger than the dependent population, 

creating an opportunity for higher productivity, savings, investment, and economic 

growth.  

Simple Explanation 

Suppose there are 100 people in a country. 

Earlier: 

 35 children  

 10 elderly  

 55 working-age persons  
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Now, due to lower fertility: 

 22 children  

 12 elderly  

 66 working-age persons  

Now more people are available to work and fewer depend on them. 

If these 66 people receive: 

 education,  

 skills,  

 healthcare,  

 employment,  

the economy can grow rapidly. 

This is called the demographic dividend. 

Important: It is only a potential opportunity, not a guarantee. Without jobs and skill development, 

the dividend can become a demographic burden. 

Demographic Dividend 

Although there is no statutory definition in an Act of Parliament, Government of India policy 

documents and NITI Aayog use the following concept: 

Demographic dividend refers to the potential economic growth that results from 

changes in the age structure of the population, particularly when the proportion of 

the working-age population becomes larger than the dependent population, 

creating an opportunity for higher productivity, savings, investment, and economic 

growth.  

Simple Explanation 

Suppose there are 100 people in a country. 

Earlier: 

 35 children  

 10 elderly  

 55 working-age persons  

Now, due to lower fertility: 

 22 children  

 12 elderly  

 66 working-age persons  
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Now more people are available to work and fewer depend on them. 

If these 66 people receive: 

 education,  

 skills,  

 healthcare,  

 employment,  

the economy can grow rapidly. 

This is called the demographic dividend. 

Important: It is only a potential opportunity, not a guarantee. Without jobs and skill development, 

the dividend can become a demographic burden. 

 

 
 

05A8.  Transport, pharma and biotech become India‘s biggest research 

investors 

      , औ                  ग   भ                                    

 India‘s private-sector research effort is now being driven overwhelmingly by the 
transportation, pharmaceutical, biotechnology and information technology (IT) 
industries, with transport companies emerging as the country’s largest corporate R&D 
investors, according to the Department of Science and Technology (DST)’s Research and 
Development Statistics 2025-26. 

                ग     भ ग (      )                                2025-26                 , 

भ                                                , औ   ,           ग             
      ग   (    )                               ,                                               

                   (R&D)              भ       
 The report also shows that industry now employs more researchers than the public sector in 

core R&D activities, underscoring a broader shift in the country’s innovation landscape. 

          भ                                         (R&D)                                 

                                                  ,                                             
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 The report follows a disclosure by the DST in the Lok Sabha last week that showed India‘s 
spending on research and development (R&D) surged to 0.83% of GDP in 2021-22, the 
first time that the country crossed the 0.8% threshold since 2009-10. 

                                   ल   भ                               ,                    
   भ                          (R&D)        2021-22           ल    ल        (GDP)    
0.83%       ,    2009-10                 0.8%                     

 The report estimates that India‘s R&D expenditure will approach 0.9% of GDP in 2025-26. 

                       2025-26    भ                              GDP    0.9%               

       
 The figures also reveal a structural shift in India‘s innovation landscape: private industry 

accounted for 45.5% of national R&D spending in 2021-22, rising further to 51.8% in 2023-24, 
the first time businesses have contributed more to India‘s research effort than all levels of 
government combined. 

         भ                                             भ             2021-22           

                   (R&D)                                45.5%   ,    2023-24         
51.8%                                     भ                         भ                    
                                      

 Transportation companies spent ₹39,137 crore on R&D in 2023-24, making them the single 
largest industrial R&D contributor, followed by drugs and pharmaceuticals (₹25,847 crore), 
biotechnology (₹10,321 crore), IT (₹9,587 crore) and electrical and electronics (₹6,779 
crore). 

2023-24                                         (R&D)    ₹39,137             ,          
औ       R&D                                        औ        फ             (₹25,847 

    ),           ग   (₹10,321     ),             ग   (₹9,587     )                
 ल         (₹6,779     )              

 Together, these sectors accounted for the bulk of private industrial research expenditure. 

                              औ                                               
 The latest figures represent a marked departure from the pattern seen in the last publicly 

available DST statistical compendium released in 2020, which contained data up to 2018-19. 

             2020                                                                 भ     , 
      2018-19                       

 At that time, pharma and transportation were already among the country’s leading industrial 
research sectors, but transportation R&D was only about ₹14,000 crore while biotechnology 
and IT accounted for a much smaller share of industrial research spending. 

       औ    औ                                औ                                ,       
              R&D            भ  ₹14,000        ,                ग   औ          
औ                                                   

 Since then, the transport-sector R&D has almost tripled, biotechnology has emerged as 
one of India‘s largest research-intensive industries, and IT has joined the country’s leading 
corporate R&D spenders. 

                    R&D       भ                    ,           ग   भ                 

        -                             ,          भ                      R&D            
                 

 An official, who declined to be identified but familiar with the data compendium, attributed the 
sharp rise in private sector spending to ―post COVID.‖ 

          ,                                    ,                         ,                    

                     ―                          ‖           
 The ―realisation‖ that investments in R&D were ―critical‖ to companies’ future prompted 

greater investments, he told The Hindu. 
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                                       ―     ‖                           (R&D)               
भ            ―              ‖   ,                                      

 Though nearly 8,000-odd companies populated the DST database, 90% of the R&D 
investments came from 500-odd companies. 

                             भ  8,000                   ,     भ  R&D          90%       
  भ  500                      

 He underlined that the DST had not made any methodological changes to how it sourced this 

data from industries, which is done through self-reported questionnaires. 

          भ                                                                               
       , औ                 -                                                

 Stricter requirements by RBI on transparently disclosing R&D spends may also have played a 

role, he added. 

          भ         भ                (      )       R&D                              
                  भ       भ        भ               

 The expansion in spending has been accompanied by a shift in India‘s research workforce. 

                       भ                                    भ                  
 The latest survey estimates that private industry employed more full-time equivalent (FTE) 

R&D personnel than government institutions in 2023-24, with business enterprises accounting 

for the largest pool of researchers and technical staff engaged in core research activities.  

                      , 2023-24                                                   

       ल       ( फ   )                                         , औ               

                                                                                    
           

 In contrast, the 2020 edition of the report, based on 2017-18 data, 

showed government institutions, including central agencies, state 
organisations and higher educational institutions, as the dominant 
employers of India‘s R&D workforce. 

           , 2017-18                    2020                        , 
                                                        भ       R&D 

                                     
 The report attributes the increase in private research primarily to 

business enterprises rather than private universities or research 
organisations. 

                                                                          

                       ,                         
 Of the ₹1.27 lakh crore spent by the private sector in 2023-24, 

private industry accounted for ₹1.11 lakh crore, while Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisations contributed ₹7,798 crore and private 
higher educational institutions ₹9,164 crore. 

2023-24                          ₹1.27 ल                                   
                ₹1.11 ल           ,                  औ    ग           

  ग      ₹7,798                                   ₹9,164                

      

05A8.  Govt. introduces Bill to ‗make it easier to do 
business in India‘ 

भ                                   ल                        
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 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Tuesday introduced the Taxation and Other 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha, seeking to amend several existing Acts in 
a bid to attract more foreign capital, make it easier to do business in India, and to push the 
Make in India mission. 

             ल                        ल   भ                         (      )       , 2026 

                                                     , भ                               
                                              भ                                     

 The Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 will amend the Payment and 
Settlement Systems Act, 2007, Income Tax Act, 2025, and the Finance Act, 2026. 

                    (      )       , 2026             भ ग                  ल         , 

2007,             , 2025,                , 2026                       
 The Bill proposes a key tax exemption for data centres in India. 

          भ                                       छ                     
 ―Foreign cloud companies that use Indian data centres were earlier promised a tax 

exemption, but with conditions of clearing several layers of government notification and 
approval,‖ a Finance Ministry official explained. 

        ल                        , ―भ                                           ल            
                                    ,                                  औ              
                                           ‖ 

 The proposed Bill seeks to remove these approval requirements. 

                                                                          
 In addition, it will allow Indian data centres to be run on a leased basis rather than only 

under direct ownership. 

            ,    भ                                                  (ल  )            
                             

 ―Global investment funds are typically run by skilled fund managers, and India has deep 

talent in this field,‖ the official further explained. 

                  , ―                               फ                                   , औ  
भ                               भ           ‖ 

 ―Until now, a long and demanding list of conditions discouraged those managers from basing 
themselves in India, for fear that doing so might make the entire foreign fund taxable here.‖ 

―           औ                                    भ                                       , 
                                                        भ                                    ‖ 

 The proposed Bill seeks to slash this list of conditions, retaining only those that are expressly 
aimed at preventing misuse and round-tripping of money by Indians. 

                                                              औ                        
            ,              भ                                    -     ग              

 Under the proposed rules, fund managers will be allowed to relocate to India without the 
foreign fund being treated as doing business in India. 

                       , फ             भ                                     ,               
                          भ                                     

 Dividends paid by REITs and InvITs to their investors were tax free only if the operating 

company stayed in the old tax regime. 

        (REITs) औ        (InvITs)                                        भ     भ    -
       ,                                                             

 However, as companies increasingly move to the new tax regime, investors risked losing this 
benefit. 
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       ,     -                                         ,                     ल भ            
                    

 The Bill introduced on Tuesday seeks to restore this exemption. 

                              छ                                      

 

05A8. Essential stockpiling for a mineral-driven future 

    -       भ         ल        भ      
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 Humans have been stockpiling since the dawn of time — it is etched into the fabric of our 

very being. 

                   भ      (Stockpiling)             —                         भ           
 What began with fruits and vegetables, proceeded towards grain and salt and eventually to 

strategic oil reserves that defined the geopolitics of the 20th century. 

         फल  औ               भ    ,         औ                                    ल 

भ                   ,         20              भ -              भ           
 Societies and ethnic communities across India, China, West Asia and North Africa even 

stockpile gold for a rainy day, apart from a religious and cultural underpinning. 

भ   ,    ,             औ                                                           

                                         भ  भ               
 In the energy and hydrocarbon sector, stockpiles of copper, natural gas and coal is 

routine, especially in this multi-crisis laden Anthropocene. 

     औ                         ,         ग   औ     ल     भ                   ,               -
                    ग     

 Today, this fundamental instinct for preservation has strongly shifted towards critical 
materials needed to power our digital and green energy transitions. 

                                    ल औ                                              
(Critical Materials)                       

 The geopolitical headwinds have escalated the urgency of the matter and the world is 
taking note with conversations on energy transition taking an entirely new form. 

भ -                                                     औ                                  

                           

Critical initiative 

           ल 

 In 2025, the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) launched a $20 billion Critical 
Minerals Initiative Framework to fortify regional supply chains. 

2025         (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue)                     ल                        

20       ल          ल                             भ       
 The Group of Seven (G7) summit in Evian in 2026 took forward the discussions, reiterating 

the commitment to establishing a standards-based market. 

2026                      -7          ल                                  -             
                                

 Prescient to this, in 2025, India had already seeded ₹500 crore towards stockpiling initiatives 
through the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM). 

             2025    भ                                 (NCMM)             भ              
    ₹500              भ                    

 While India‘s current domestic demand for minerals like lithium, cobalt and heavy rare-
earth elements is lower than that of highly industrialised nations, modelling studies report a 
burgeoning demand which will eventually create a supply mismatch. 

      भ        ल    ,            भ      ल भ                                       औ       

                      ,     भ     भ              भ                                       ल  

     भ                
 As India explores and develops its own mines and builds a mine-to-manufacturing 

ecosystem to address the lacunae of the midstream layer, parallel overseas acquisition of 

assets has already begun to satiate interim demand. 

    -     भ                                                    -  -     फ      ग             
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                                                                ,                        

                                                           भ      भ             
 However, both domestic capacity creation and overseas resource development are 

inherently long-gestation processes. 

       ,    ल              औ                                 भ                  ल              
 In this context, stockpiling has been touted as a complementary and lateral strategy, 

providing a buffer against immediate supply disruptions and demand shocks while longer-
term supply chains and processing capabilities are being established. 

      भ     भ                                            ,                              औ  
                                                             ग                            
                     

 Why stockpiling is essential is not a question as much as how and in what form it will unfold. 

                  भ                  ,                            औ                        
       

 Stockpiling raw ores or intermediate concentrates is not of immediate use. 

                                     भ                              

Tackling supply shock 

                      

 In the event of an external supply shock, the onshore industrial capacity will be required to 
convert raw ores into usable manufacturing inputs, which has a long lead time. 

                                   ,                                                         
             औ                           ,                         

 To ensure genuine supply security, any Indian reserve, either housed locally or tapped into 
from friendly shores, must be strictly composed of processed minerals, refined rare earth 
oxides and finished components such as permanent magnets. 

                                          भ           भ  भ    ,                              
                            ,                       ,           ल भ                       
       (Permanent Magnets)                               

 Given India‘s embryonic midstream refining capabilities, agreements must be in the shape 
of intermediate goods rather than raw materials. 

भ        भ       भ                                                  ,               ल    
                                        

 Complementary concerns appear when we dive deeper into practical operations of storage 
and rotational mechanisms. 

   भ      औ                                                      ,                           
              

 Advanced minerals and refined oxides are highly susceptible to material degradation. 

                                                                           
 Moisture-sensitive rare earth elements and oxidation-prone reactive metals require 

stringent contamination prevention protocols, including climate-controlled warehousing and 
nitrogen-atmosphere storage. 

   -            ल भ                      -               ल                ल    -        

ग      औ                     भ                                     
 Furthermore, to prevent technological obsolescence and material decay, these reserves 

cannot remain static. 

            ,       ग       ल  औ                              भ                        
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 A continuous rotational cycle is required, meaning the government must constantly release 

older stock into the domestic market while procuring fresh supplies into the stockpile. 

                            ,                              भ                                   
          औ                                             

 Maintaining this highly specialised infrastructure demands immense ongoing capital 
expenditure, commercial expertise and multi-stakeholder involvement, further 
complicating the viability of a solitary national stockpiling strategy for India. 

                                                          ग     ,                    
       -          भ  ग                     ,       भ                        भ             

          औ                        
 Pricing of these stockpiles must be deliberated with much caution and without abandon. 

   भ                                                                   
 An uncoordinated stockpiling attempt risks heightening price volatility, which it is supposed 

to hedge against. 

        भ                                         ,                                    

         
 It inflates global demand, worsening the very shortages it aims to solve. 

             ग                औ                             औ    भ                              
                             

 Economic modelling indicates that if seven major economies simultaneously built six-
month reserves, the aggregate demand could consume up to 34% of the global annual 
cobalt supply and 10% of the lithium supply, triggering massive market shocks and artificial 
price spikes. 

                                                                   छ         भ              , 
                                             भ  34%      ल                 भ  10% 

  भ             ,                      औ                                     

Price floors 

                 (      ल  ) 

 Price floors are often considered a safe option by guaranteeing a minimum purchase price, 
which only solves a problem during underinvestment but rarely addresses scarcity, which is 
more rampant; dynamic price bands are a much better and effective safety hatch by 

ensuring balance. 

                 (      ल  )                                                             

                                           (Underinvestment)                             

       ,                     (Scarcity)                                             
      , ग    ल          (Dynamic Price Bands)                                 भ          
                  

 For this reason, multilateral stockpiling arrangements must be made with trusted partners, 

which will help pool storage costs, improve resilience, and reduce market distortions, provided 
they include access safeguards for all stakeholders during crises. 

                 भ               (Multilateral Stockpiling Arrangements)          

                                    ,       भ                    ,                         
                 ,                      भ                                                
             भ            



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
7 

 To understand price bands, take floor price at $12,000, ceiling trigger at $30,000. 

         (Price Bands)                                          (Floor Price) 12,000 

  ल                                      (Ceiling Trigger) 30,000   ल      
 When price falls below floor price, nations must buy aggressively in a coordinated manner, 

based on current need, not future want; this supports producers through injecting liquidity and 
nations by building reserves. 

                                   ,                                     , भ        
  भ                         ,                                                             
                                भ                           

 If price stays comfortably in between, gradually stocks can be bought, and if it goes above 
ceiling price, then stocks must be released in the market to ease shortages, prevent 

excessive price escalation and cool an overheated market. 

                                       ,        -     भ                                       

                   ,    भ                                                     ,             

                                                                       
 Thus, they provide dual protection against both market gluts and supply shocks, ensuring 

stability for producers, consumers, and governments alike. 

       ,                                                (Supply Shocks)               

                         औ         ,   भ                                           
                  

Optimal strategy 

             

 India‘s optimal strategy involves participating in a coordinated stockpiling platform, 
potentially housed within the G7, which also encompasses Quad members, tapping into an 

already mature stockpiling ecosystem without having to shoulder the financial and logistical 
burden of maintaining large-scale strategic reserves independently. 

भ                              भ          (Stockpiling Platform)    भ               , 
       भ             -7 (G7)                                  औ             (Quad)         

भ                 भ                               भ                                            
                    ,                भ               भ                  

 However, collaborating with deeply industrialised powers requires India to establish robust 
hedging mechanisms to ensure equitable access, relative to the size of contribution. 

             औ                                       भ                  ग     (Hedging 

Mechanisms)                 ,                                                            

                    
 To protect its interests in friend-shoring scenarios, India must advocate for strict operational 

parameters. 

   -     ग (Friend-shoring)                                          भ                    

                           

 These should include staggered procurement timelines to avoid demand shocks during the 

stockpile accumulation phase, pre-agreed market, supply-chain, or geopolitical triggers that 
automatically activate reserve releases without being subject to vetoes or delays, and 
minimum guaranteed allocation baselines that ensure emerging economies such as India are 

not sidelined by the significantly larger consumption requirements of advanced industrial 
powers, thus helping balance the benefits of collective resource pooling with the preservation 
of sovereign interests and supply security. 
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                             -     (Staggered Procurement Timelines)            
           भ                                                           ,     -              , 
          ल ,      भ                           ,                                    भ          
                  भ                    ,                             भ            ,       
भ          भ                       औ                             भ                
                                           -             भ                             
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05A8 ‗Six-in-one vaccine may boost immunisation programme‘ 

‗छ -  -                                          ‘ 
05A8 3 widely used medicines classified as carcinogenic by WHO research agency 

                                                 ग           ल  3          
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                                       ,  ग ल         ग                      
               

 

 

05A8.  ‗Six-in-one vaccine may boost 

immunisation programme‘ 

‗छ -  -                                          ‘ 

 Introducing the hexavalent (six-in-one) vaccine into 
India‘s Universal Immunisation Programme could improve 
the efficiency of the childhood immunisation programme, 
according to a study conducted by the Union Health Ministry 
along with the George Institute for Global Health India; the 
Gates Foundation; Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; and John 
Snow India Private Limited. 

       ल   (छ -  -  )         भ           भ                    

(Universal Immunisation Programme)                    ल 

                                                            

           ल ,                फ    ल  ल            , ग    

फ       , ग    (        ल    )                            ल      

                                                    
 A hexavalent vaccine is a combination that protects 

infants against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (whooping 
cough), Hepatitis B, polio, and Haemophilus influenzae type 
b (Hib) in a single injection. 

       ल                          ,                               
                  ,       ,         (  ल       ),           -  , 

   ल            फल     ल          -   (   )                        
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 It eases the workload of frontline health workers, lowers cold-chain requirements, and 

saves caregivers’ time. 

                                      भ                ,     -                             
       भ                       भ               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

05A8.  3 widely used medicines classified as carcinogenic by WHO research 
agency 

                                                 ग           ल  3          
         ग          ग   

 Three widely prescribed medicines used to treat high blood pressure, fungal infections, 
and organ transplant rejection have been classified as ―carcinogenic to humans‖ (Group 
1) by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), the World Health 
Organization (WHO)’s cancer research agency. 

          , फ गल             ग                                                     

                       ग   (WHO)                                ल       फ            

     (IARC)    ―           ल          (    -1)‖                          
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 Experts said the classification is a hazard identification and should not prompt patients to 
discontinue treatment without consulting their doctors. 

                                           (Hazard Identification)    औ               
                                                                     

 The three medicines — hydrochlorothiazide (hypertension), voriconazole (fungal 
infections), and tacrolimus (an immunosuppressant preventing transplant rejection) — 
are on the WHO Model List of Essential Medicines, prescribed to millions worldwide. 

             —       ल            (          ),           ल (फ गल      )          ल   

(      -           ,                                 ) —                   औ         
   ल                  औ      भ                                

 The assessment, published as Volume 137 of the IARC Monographs, expands on 
conclusions first released in The Lancet Oncology in November 2024. 

            IARC       फ        137                             औ        2024      ल     

    ल                                        
 There is sufficient evidence that hydrochlorothiazide causes squamous cell skin 

carcinoma and lip cancer, IARC said. 

IARC                                         ल                     ल                    
                                

 Voriconazole was similarly linked to squamous cell skin carcinoma in transplant 
recipients on prolonged therapy, through the same phototoxic mechanism. 

                   ल                                                 ग              -

       (फ         )                          ल                                
 Tacrolimus was linked to non-Hodgkin lymphoma and post-transplant 

lymphoproliferative disorder, with limited evidence for leukaemia and skin carcinoma. 

     ल         -        ल फ                -        ल फ    लफ                           , 
                                                                   

 Kabir Sardana, Director, Professor and Head of the Department of Dermatology at Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Medical Sciences and Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital, 
said: ―Hydrochlorothiazide has long been recognised as carrying a risk, especially in rural 
areas, the Northeast, hilly and coastal regions, and among outdoor workers.‖ 

  ल                                       .           ल           ल           ग   भ ग    
      ,   फ          भ ग                       , ―      ल                                  
                         ,                   ,        भ   ,                            ल  
                       ल               ‖ 

 ―Voriconazole is another concern, not only because of its known association with skin 
cancer risk, but also because it is frequently prescribed without labelled indications, including 
for fungal infections caused by Trichophyton indotineae. 

―          ल भ                  ,                                                    ,          
                                      भ              ,       Trichophyton indotineae         
     फ गल       भ            
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 We cannot ignore these warnings in a country where irrational prescribing, over-the-
counter availability, and poor adherence to ethical prescribing and dispensing practices 

remain significant challenges.‖ 

                                                ,                 -       ,                

                  ल    ,              -                                              भ  
  भ                         
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05A8. SpaceX rocket stage hurtles toward moon, astronomers hot on its trail 

                                       ,  ग ल         ग                      
               

 Astronomers are closely monitoring a SpaceX rocket stage that is on the way to striking the 
moon. 

                                                              ,                               
         

 This Falcon 9 rocket had launched two satellites towards the moon in January 2025. 

   फ     9                2025                                       
 Then SpaceX abandoned the rocket’s spent upper stage in an unstable orbit as it lacked 

enough fuel to return to the earth or head into deep space. 

                                                                                          
                                                              

 It is now expected to hit the moon at 12:05 p.m. IST on August 5. 

        5  ग      भ                           12:05                                  
 The independent astronomer Bill Gray‘s calculations showed that the rocket stage is en 

route to the Einstein Crater on the moon. 

                ल                                                                       
                 

 Mr. Gray said that over the course of a year, any small changes could add up and cause the 
object to fly close to the moon instead of impacting it. 

                                              -                                                 
                                             

 So he gathered more data, with which by January 2026 he was 100% sure that the stage 

was on a collision course. 

                               ,                     2026         100%               
                              

 ―By April, I was confident enough to announce that it would hit near the Einstein crater,‖ he 
said, giving scientists roughly 3.5 months to plan observations. 

          , ―   ल                                                                            
            ,‖                                                  भ  3.5               

 All details regarding this event are posted on his website, ‗Project Pluto‘. 

                    भ                     ‗        ल   ‘               
 Since he had tracked the rocket within days of its launch, identifying the debris was easy: 

―We were somewhat fortunate in this case. If an object isn’t spotted until months or years after 
launch, identifying it can be quite challenging,‖ Mr. Gray said. 

                                     भ                            ,                          
                     , ―                         भ                                        

                              ,                                               ‖ 

Accidental opportunity 

            

 Rather than threaten astronomy studies, experts said the collision will be an opportunity to 
study what happens in such events. 

                                                                                       
           ,                               
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 Specifically, artificial impacts like this are rare. 

           ,                                  भ          
 They are also valuable because scientists already know the impactor’s mass, speed, and 

size in advance, unlike with natural meteoroid strikes, rendering the collision a so-called 
controlled source event. 

         भ                                                                             
 भ                     ,   ग, औ                         ,                               

                     
 The last time a similar event was observed was NASA‘s 2009 LCROSS mission, which 

deliberately crashed a rocket stage near the moon‘s south pole and confirmed water ice in 

the debris it kicked up. 

                                  2009  ल                      ,                         
                                                   औ                    ल- फ               

    

What to expect 

              

 Mr. Gray has estimated the impact speed to be at 8,700 km/hr. 

                     8,700     /                              
 During the time of the collision, astronomers are planning to investigate the behaviour of 

lunar dust, which can reveal more about the consequences of natural impacts and seismic 
activity. 

                          ल                                            ,               

          भ    औ  भ       ग                                            
 Since dust on the moon is not the same as dust anywhere on the earth, astronomers can 

also benefit from knowing how long dust will remain suspended or what kind of dust storms 
may be expected if humans want to start living on the moon. 

                                                          ,                        भ    भ      

                                                                               भ                 
      -                               

 According to a paper by U.S. Los Alamos National Laboratory planetary scientist Benjamin 
Fernando and colleagues (uploaded to the arXiv preprint server on July 16), three 

particular effects are expected from the impact. 

           ल    ल         ल ल                               फ      औ                      

      (     16   ल      arXiv                              )          ,                      

 भ                 
 First is a flash of light at the moment of impact, which may last less than a second. 

      भ                                            ,                भ               

         
 This is produced by material from the rocket stage vaporising on contact with the moon. 

                                                                             
 Second, a cloud of debris or ejecta, possibly vapour, will be thrown up. 

     ,  ल                              ,      भ         भ            ,                   
 Finally, a crater 20-30 m across, estimated based on past impacts and computer models. 

     ,               औ                                    20-30                          
 The researchers wrote in their paper that ―a double crater may be produced‖ if the object 

breaks apart, ―which may occur depending on the stage’s attitude at the time of impact‖. 
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                                                          ,    ―      -               ,‖ ―   
                              भ         ‖ 

 However, catching the flash won’t be easy because it will be on the moon‘s sunlit side, and 
any attempt will require a telescope. 

       ,        -                                                            भ ग        , 
औ                                   

 Observers in India also won’t get a chance to see it live as the impact will happen at noon, 
with the moon below the horizon then. 

भ                   भ                                                             ,          
                    

What if…? 

             …? 

 According to Mr. Gray, current estimates of the impact time and location carry an 
uncertainty of about 5 seconds in impact time and roughly 20 km in location. 

               ,             औ                                         भ  5           
                   भ  20                       

 Einstein crater sits at 88° W, 15° N, close to the western edge of the near side. 

             88°      , 15°               ,                           ल  भ ग (         )    
                          

 It is far from the equatorial and south-polar regions, where most current and planned lunar 
landings are concentrated. 

   भ                                             ,             औ                            

               
 So the chances of the rocket stage altering any sites that spacefaring nations consider 

signi•cant are low. 

              (          )                   भ               भ                        

  भ          ल                           
 Hypothetically, if this rocket stage or any other debris happened to strike any signi•cant 

location on the moon — such as the Shiv Shakti point where Chandrayaan-3 landed — 

there currently is no legal instrument to protect them. 

             ,                              ल                               —          

          ,            -3         —            ,                                           
                      

 ―There is no legal claim,‖ Ranjana Kaul, partner at Dua Associates & Vice President, 
International Institute of Space Law, Paris, said. 

                भ                   ल            फ      ल ,                         ल    
   , ―                              ‖ 

 ―Our Outer Space Treaty does not recognise sovereignty in outer space.‖ 

          , ―                       (Outer Space Treaty)                        भ       
                 ‖ 

 She added that just because a country happened to land at a site, it doesn’t own that piece of 
the moon under current regulations. 

          भ                                                                              

            भ                              
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Moon as a laboratory 

   ग  ल                 

 Dr. Kaul also stressed the importance of studying arti•cial impacts like this one because of 
how quickly activity on the moon is expanding. 

  .   ल                                               भ         ,                
                                       

 With space agencies and private companies both targeting the moon for long-term lunar 
bases, mining, and satellites, accidental interference between missions may arise. 

                      औ                                                   ,                  
                  ,                                       भ                       

 Lunar scienti•c and cultural heritage are also at risk. 

                                        भ               
 ―Debris regulation is a serious problem,‖ Dr. Kaul added. 

  .   ल       , ― ल                भ            ‖ 
 At the United Nations, the Action Team on Lunar Activity Consultation (ATLAC) working 

group is trying to build consensus among spacefaring nations on issues from coordinating 
on landing sites to lunar dust mitigation and debris rules — which is a scenario the 

impending impact previews. 

                           ल                      (ATLAC)                    भ        
  ल                        ल                         ल     औ   ल               भ   

                                       — औ                                      भ   

          
 The UN discussions will nonetheless take time to come up with new rules. 

    भ ,                                                     
 ―In the United Nations, decisions are by consensus,‖ Dr. Kaul said. 

  .   ल       , ―                                             ‖ 
 This means all participating countries must agree before a proposal becomes binding 

international regulation, a process that can take years. 

                                                                       भ    भ            
                   , औ                              

 Mr. Gray also said space agencies handle leftover rocket stages di•erently. 

            भ                                                  -                            
 NASA and the European Space Agency, he said, have been careful. 

                   (NASA) औ                                                        
 The upper stage that launched the Webb telescope, for instance, was placed in an orbit that 

will keep it away from the earth-moon system for roughly a century. 

             ,       ल                                                                    
         भ                    -         ल                

 China‘s recent stages have similarly been directed toward the Paci•c Ocean or orbits around 
the Sun. 

                                                ग                                      
                     

GS Paper III: Environment  05 August 2026 
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05A8 10-km mining buffer applies to all wetland reserves: top court 
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05A8 Global warming: picking speed 

              : ग             

 
 
 

05A8.  10-km mining buffer applies to all wetland 
reserves: top court 

           ल : 10              फ   भ     भ    

              ल ग    ग  

 The Supreme Court orally clarified on Tuesday that a 
direction banning mining activities within a 10-km radius of the 
Asan Wetland Conservation Reserve, a Ramsar Site in 
Uttarakhand, would apply to other wetland conservation 
reserves across the country for the sake of parity. 

           ल                                                 

            भ               ,               ल   ,    10 

  ल                                                       

                                           भ                  
भ             

 ―Wherever it is a community or a wetland 
conservation reserve, Asan [directions] will be applied. 

Wetlands are in a different category… We are conscious of the 
extent to which we are laying down parity. It is not that it 
[directions] would apply to Madhya Pradesh or would apply to 
West Bengal only…‖ Justice Joymalya Bagchi, part of the 
Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, observed. 

भ                                                         

                    ग         , ―          भ                      

        भ                    ,                                  
   भ                                                         

                                                                  

                                       ग ल                 ‖ 
 The court was hearing a petition filed by Himachal 

Pradesh arguing that the 10-km radius restriction imposed in 
Uttarakhand should not apply to it. 

             ल                                              , 
                                                 10   ल      

                                      
 Himachal Pradesh said the Asan Reserve did not come within its territory. 

     ल                                     भ                            
 Its counsel said there was no need for a buffer zone outside the reserve area, unlike in the 

case of national parks and sanctuaries. 

                                        औ          भ                ,                   
 फ                          

 The trigger for the Himachal Pradesh plea was a pending petition in the State High Court 
arguing that since Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh were adjoining States, the February 
14, 2024 direction of the apex court would extend to the latter also. 

     ल                                         ल                       ,                
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                        औ       ल                   ,       14       2024          

                                        भ             
 On February 14, 2024, the apex court passed an interim order that ―no mining activities 

would be carried out within 10 km radius of the Asan Wetland Conservation Reserve 
without the project proponent obtaining permission from the Standing Committee of the 
National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) and/or the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC)‖. 

14       2024                                                 ,                  

   भ                   10   ल                      भ                                 ,    

                                      (          ल)                   /            , 

        ल                 ल  (          )                              

 

05A8. Global warming: picking speed 

              : ग             

 In the past, it was difficult for scientists to 
prove warming was accelerating because global 
temperatures are noisy, meaning they fluctuate 
year to year due to natural factors like volcanic 
eruptions and changes in solar activity. 

                                                

                        ,                        
   भ         -            ,           ल       

   फ            ग                               

               -  -                   
 Such events can also temporarily mask 

the underlying human-caused temperature trend. 

               -                             

                           भ           
 To sidestep this issue, the study’s authors 

analysed five major global temperature datasets 
and used statistical methods to subtract the 
influence of these factors. 

                                          
                                                   
औ               भ                             

                      
 Once this noise was removed, the authors found that the rate of warming had jumped. 

                  -                    ,                                               

              
 They also wrote that they were more than 98% certain that this jump was real rather than a 

random, short-lived fluctuation. 

          भ               98%                                         ,                 

औ               -      
 Specifically, they reported that the earth has warmed faster over the last decade than during 

any previous decade on record, with the change beginning around 2015. 

                                                    भ                                        
             , औ               भ  2015              भ      
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 Under the previous, slower warming rate, scientists had hoped that the world would have 
more time to keep global warming under 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

                                                                                          
1.5                                                      

 However, under the new accelerated pace, the earth will breach 1.5 degrees Celsius of 
warming by 2030. 

                                 2030    1.5                                        
       

 While greenhouse gas emissions are the primary cause, the study noted that a drop in air 
pollution may be a contributing factor. 

              ग                               ,             भ                            
             भ                            

 Historically, certain pollutants called aerosols had a cooling effect as they reflected sunlight. 

              ,      ल                                  भ                                    
                  

 As the air got cleaner, the cooling mask disappeared, allowing the full force of global 
warming to be felt. 

    -                           ,                           ,                         
      भ      भ                 
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05A8. SC directs Centre to frame SOPs to curb 
‗digital arrest‘ scams 

           ल     ‗     ल      ‘                लग    
                                           

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday passed a detailed order 
directing the Centre, States, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and 
telecom authorities to prepare Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) to curb ―digital arrest‖ scams. 

           ल                                                 , 

     , भ                (      )                          ―     ल 

     ‖                                      ल          (     ) 
                          

 The court directed them to operationalise mechanisms to 
redress grievances of victims, initiate criminal action through Zero 
First Information Reports (Zero FIRs) against cyber fraudsters, 

and restore the monetary losses of those defrauded in a time-bound 
manner. 

                                                                , 
                                                       (     
 फ    )                                 भ                       
                             भ                                  

 The court referred to a status report submitted by the Indian 
Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C), which said the 
complaints received on the National Cyber Crime Reporting 
Portal against digital arrests sharply reduced from 1,23,672 in 2024 
to 58,249 in 2025, and stood at 16,377 for the period ending June 
30, 2026. 

           भ                            (  4  )             

                          ,                                     

       ग     ल         ल                                   2024    
1,23,672         2025    58,249           30     2026       
           16,377      

‗Encouraging‘ statistics 

‗        ‘       

 However, the court said though the statistics were 
―certainly encouraging‖, it was still essential to monitor the 

situation. 

       ,                                  ―                     ‖   ,     भ                  
                            

 ―As per the fourth status report, a data-sharing MoU between the Reserve Bank Innovation 
Hub and I4C was executed on May 11, 2026. The grievance redressal mechanism portal now 
covers 1,23,590 branches of 69 banks. Additionally, the Money Restoration Mechanism 
Portal has 57 participating banks and covers all 36 States and Union Territories,‖ the 

court noted. 

              , ―                           ,                      औ    4               
                    (     ) 11    2026                                          69 
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        1,23,590                                    ,                            ल    57 

  भ ग                       भ  36       औ                                     ‖ 
 Similarly, the Telecommunications (Radio Equipment Possession Authorisation) Rules, 

2025 had been notified, while the Telecommunications (User Identification) Rules, 2025 

was at the final stage of notification. 

        ,          (                            )     , 2025                        ,      

         (    ग          )     , 2025                              
 In a series of interim directions, the court directed the RBI to prepare and circulate within four 

weeks an SOP for banks for placing temporary debit holds on mule accounts linked to 
money laundering activity and cyber-enabled fraud. 

                                                                भ                         
                                  ,                      (    ल     ग)          -    

                   ल                                       
 The States and Union Territories were directed to 

frame modules for grievance redressal and money restoration 
as per the Ministry of Home Affairs‘ SOP concerning the 
National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal and Cyber RMS. 

      औ                     ग       ल                    

                          ग     ल                     
                                                            
                   

 States have been asked to notify Cyber Crime 
Coordination Centres and e-Zero FIRs within four weeks. 

                      भ                                -

      फ                                             

05A8. SC seeks Centre‘s response to plea 
against CAPF Act 

           ल           फ                  

                         ग  

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday issued notice to the 
Union government while hearing writ petitions filed by serving 
Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) officers who have 
challenged the recently enacted Central Armed Police Force 
(General Administration) Act, 2026. 

           ल                                             ल  

 ल (      फ)                                               

   ल   ल (            )        , 2026                     
                                                              

 The lead petitioner in the case is Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) Assistant Commandant Bibhor Kumar 
Singh, a Shaurya Chakra awardee who lost both his legs in 
an anti-Maoist operation in Bihar in 2022. 

                                           ल   ल (       फ) 

                   भ                ,                          
    2022                                 भ                  
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 The Bench issued notices to the Union Home Ministry and the Department of Personnel 
and Training. 

             ग       ल                         भ ग                     
 The Act, passed by Parliament on April 2 and notified on April 9 this year, says that 50% of 

the total posts in the rank of Inspector-General (IG), at least 67% posts in the rank of 
Additional Director-General, and all posts in the rank of Special Director-General and 
Director-General shall be filled by Indian Police Service (IPS) officers on deputation. 

          ,                     2    ल               औ  9    ल                 ,    

                            (    )               50%,                        -  -   

67%                        औ                भ     भ         ल       (      )    
                                 भ           

 The petitions in the top court seek to declare Section 3 and Section 4 of the CAPF Act as 
―ultra vires the Constitution of India.‖ 

                                        फ                 3 औ       4    ―भ       
                ल (          )‖                              

 While Section 3 pertains to ―regulation of recruitment and conditions of service‖, 

notwithstanding any judgment, decree or order of any court and specifies the percentage of 
posts reserved for IPS officers on deputation, Section 4 gives the Union government the 
power to amend the First and Second Schedules of the Act through a notification when it 

considers such action necessary or expedient in public interest. 

          3 ―भ   औ                        ‖                        भ                  ,         
                                                                                 

                ,           4                                                                

                                                                                        
 The petitioners have sought a declaration that Higher Administrative Grade posts in all 

CAPFs be filled from among eligible executive cadre officers of the respective forces, rather 

than exclusively through deputation, along with any other relief. 

                                                    भ        फ                          

                                                  भ       ,                                 , 
                                 भ               

 
 
 
 
 
 


